Almost unnotzced landmark
legzslatwn bans. mining in the :
J-*Coromandel . BYT l_WATKlN. Fl

houts of joy have been rmgmg

through the hills and forests of ‘|
the Coromandel Peninsula over ';
the past week. Environmentalists '

are celebrating’a ' new law.

+“watershed”, Conservation Minister Nick
* Smith calls it a “landmark” and Thames
. Coromandel  district mayor . Alasdai
- Thompson says it is “thrilling”. " *

: 'Zealand's green lobby won one of its most

hard-fought  battles 'on November' 20
‘when the Crown Minerals Amendent Bill ||
~ No 3 was passed into law, banning min- ;1993 election, Chris Fletcher tried, and
ing in all national parks, nature reserves, ‘i,
scientific reserves, wilderness areas, | for such a bill, after she and two other
~wildlife sanctuaries and marine reserves.
Further, the act's protective arms embrace
all the Department of Conservation land |
. on the Coromandel Peninsula north of ae
the Kopu-Hikuai Road (the highway that i
carries city-types through the Coroman-, ; kauri branch to Tizard, who, with backing

del Ranges to their seashore playgrounds) i from Labour, the Alliance, New Zealand

- and into the F irthof Thames. "
T Altogethgr,, ityputs three million hec-y
" tares, or40 percent of all crown land, off-

] llmlts to mining.'Most New Zealanders' "
:.the depth of feeling, she was told that, i

willt iprobably be shocked to learn that. !,
she crossed the floor, . Nauonal wouid

such land was not already protected. But,. .
{ ulltll now, it WaS.lggai}y POSSible, ifnot ¢
; _politically or geologically expedient, fora.

" dairy farm, yet each year thay pay. $90_
‘million in'wages to 4000 staff and provide i
- $120 million in export earnings~oneand |

i ‘a half times that of the wine industry.
t i *New Zealand. can't affordto. lock u
" Labour MP Judith Tizard describesitasa :

most of its mineral estate," he says.’
" Political  parties, even'National, n
onger agree. Smith says, “This has bee:

. Intense is right. For 18 months e.fter the

failed, to win support;from her'caucus

' Auckland wormen MPs, Judith Tizard and

- mining company to dlg 1ts fangs in M.1tre

" Peak or Mt Tongariro. - _
“There’s a lot of elatlon up here, says i

- Thames lawyer and part-time eco-warrior ':

.+ Dennis Tegg, of the peninsula where the i
- fight against a resurgent mining industry. |

~ began in the late 70s. The Coromandel,

. with a pioneering history engraved in'
 gold, is now looking forward toa futum,,‘;

~ written in green.

The miners, however, are p1ckmg black !

- days ahead. Minerals Industry Associa-

tion chief Doug Gordon, who laments' :

“emotion winning against intellect”, says :

that the numbers are too big for the coun- ;
“try to 1g110re Coromandel’s two existing ;: ».
gold mines are no blgger than an average

24

Sandra Lee, found they shared a desire to
see mining banned on the Coromandel 's

+ In' October. 1994 Fietcher passed the

First/and ‘Fletcher; had the' numbers to

‘ntroduce. a.. private . member’s; bill,

Fletcher then came under immense pres-
sure from senior National MPs,'Such. was

make the issue a'confidence vote and she
risked bringing 'down’ the governmen

Fletcher called her colleagues’ bluff and.
{“Aroha.' They got the area north of the
Kopu-Hikuai road. This means that an
¢ ecological corridor between the Coro-
mandel’ Forest’ Park':and 'the Kaimai-
Mamaku park has been severed,

#24 Tizard’s bill made it to a select committee
in 1995. Yet progress was:slow, It didn’t
leave the committee until August 1996,
‘and then was kept off Parhament’s agenda5
for another15 months. 1

Its eventual success can be put down in

large measure to persistent-arguing and;
i public mobilisation by, Tegg, Thompson
i and the peninsula’s eco-groups. |/
i . In 1995, Tegg boasts, MPs got more_.

* mail about this bill than any other. “When i
: Istarted this bill, everyone thought it was®:
‘abitofa crazy idea. I still can’t believe we |
got this'under a National government.”. i -
' The ironies go-deeper. Note the names:
of the pohtmal cheerleaders Tzzard. i

n the pipeline for nearly a. decade and:
" has been'the'subject of intense contro
Yet, it went almost:unremarked. New ..--éi_';versy "The finallegislation is a compro
| ‘mise, but represents a huge ep forward

“for conservation.}

- whose father Bob approved the Wmhl-".- -
‘mine as Minister of E Energy in the 1980s;

the Labour Party, partly formed by min-

i'ers; and Fletcher, whose in-laws are

famous for mlmng petroleum.

payers.. All other. non-DOC activities,
including forestry and hotel development,

have long been banned from conservation -

and, Now that double standard has gone,

"Ashe and'Tegg have argued to politi-

cians, if you're serious about conserving

theso lands, either ban mining or dare to
ay. that'conservation doesn’t matter and

de -register the national parks.

" Gordon replies that:the problem with

(that'argument, and‘with the claim that
. there is plenty of other land available to
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Thompson isirelieved: that this law |
removes the financial burden of mining
applications and appeals-from his rate- -

miners,.“is‘that, undernea_th, the conser- "

Zealand’s known - mineral Tesources’”,

cluding kiwi and kokako ‘and two rare
ative.frog spemes are. attracted to the

_Coromandel..

“Concern for ﬂmse spemes and native

flora remains. Environmentalists wanted

the law applied to all land north of Te

Tegg: “It's an arbitrary line, a road, for

50 the fight for the rest of the peninsula
goes on. "I don’t want to foreshadow our
next move,” he adds, “but I think there

atlon'estate, s 70 percent.iof New

" Minerals and nature’s most beautiful -
“features tend to-go hand in’hand. The -
.Coromandel is rich in valuable metals. :
And in wildlife. Some 40 migratory birds, .

.God’s sake,-and has no’ connection with -
‘anything naturgl.” * .0

are other legislative changes that are pos- -

sible. We are not giving up the battle.”
As they are fond of saying on the penin-

grou.nd not below it. g |
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sula, Coromandel’s Wealth is above the
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